
LEAN INTO LEARNING

 We have been listening. When we leaned in we 
 heard  educators say they wanted more autonomy and 
 more choices when it comes to professional development.  
 Our response was “Lean into Learning,” an ITEF 
 grant initiative that supports teacher identified 
 professional development for classrooms, schools
 or districts. Lean into Learning also serves 
 another important purpose and that is to help inform 
 and inspire educators to use thier learning to 
 write an innovative grant.  

LEAN INTO LEARNING IMPACT: 

 Launched during the second quarter of 2016, 
 Lean into Learning (LIL), provided 471 
 Metro area educators access to local, regional 
 or national conferences or expert-led 
 professional  development right here at home.  
 The total cost to support 471 educators in thier 
 quest to continue  learning was $124,411.00.  
 Assuming that each educator has direct acess 
 to 20 students, the potential impact and 
 reach of LIL is 9,420 students.  

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION FUND
2016 ANNUAL REPORT

 In 2016, Lean into Learning sponsored five Saint Louis 
educators to visit High Tech High in San Diego, CA.

“ITEF	provided	funding	to	bring	a	na5onal	expert	on	gi8ed	
educa5on,	Dr.	Donna	Ford,	to	our	district	at	a	5me	when	we	were	
desperately	needing	guidance	and	an	outsiders	perspec5ve	on	our	
gi8ed	program.		Her	voice	lended	itself	to	the	decision	to	create	a	
gi8ed	center	in	our	district,	aimed	at	improving	both	services	and	
equity	in	our	gi8ed	program.		ITEF's	impact	ul5mately	reached	over	
125	educators	from	outside	of	our	district,	including	every	district	in	
St.	Louis	County,	as	well	as	those	from	Jefferson	City,	Kansas	City,	
and	Columbia.”

“ITEF	also	provided	funding	for	me	to	accompany	Rockwood	
educators	as	they	visited	High	Tech	Elementary,	Middle	&	High	
schools	in	San	Diego.				This	trip	proved	to	be	the	single	most	
impacSul	experience	of	my	professional	life.		I	le8	High	Tech	with	a	
profound	vision	of	what	educa5on	can	be,	and	a	renewed	sense	of	
urgency	and	direc5on	for	the	students	in	my	district.		Without	any	
doubt,	it	is	ITEF's	generosity	and	support	that	has	had	the	single	
greatest	impact	on	innova5ve	educa5onal	prac5ces	in	our	district.”

Michael	Dragoni,	Instruc5onal	Facilitator
Gi8ed	&	STEAM	Educa5on
Ritenour	School	District

Have you explored the recently revised ITEF 
website? 

innovteched.com

	Student	WriWen	innova5ve	ideas	For	Technology,	
	affec5onally	known	as	SWIIFT,	was	launched	as	a	pilot	in	2016.	
	Grand	Center	Arts	Academy	and	Jennings	Jr.	High	
	both	par5cipated	in	the	pilot	year.		Students	wrote	grants	
	for	many	innova5ve	projects	from	crea5ng	video	games	
	to	3D	printed	guitar	picks.	The	ideas	have	been	crea5ve	
	and	clearly	student-driven.	The	amount	requested	
	for	each	grant	averages	around	$250,	and	impacted	46	
students.	Nineteen	SWiiFT	grants	were	funded	for	a	total	of	
$4736.	



ITEF received 42 grant requests totaling $2,314,671.80

Introducing the 2016 Class of Innovators:

Bryan Hill Elementary (SLPS):  The Junior Journalism Project
A student led, weekly news segment designed to develop student voice and 

communication skills.  Awarded:  $68,000.00

Central Visual & Performing Arts High School (SLPS): Inform, Investigate 
and Inspire, a digital portfolio project and on-site recording studio.

Awarded: $60,000.00

Forder Elementary (Mehlville District): Professional development to support 
four educators to attend the Constructing Modern Knowledge Institute.

Awarded: $6,000.00

Metro East Montessori:  The FarMaker Space is a farm experience designed 
to teach problem solving in an agriculture-centered environment.

Awarded: $41,000.00

Nipher Middle School (Kirkwood District): Professional development to 
support two educators to explore gamification as a tool to inspire learning.

Awarded: $5,000.00

Northview Elementary School (Jennings School District): STEAM over the 
Digital Divide is a technology-based music education program, using digital 

apps to augment traditional instruments and increase exposure to composition.
Awarded:  $20,000.00

Sunrise R-IX School District (Desoto, MO):  STEM-RISE Agriculture lab is a 

STEM program for K-8th grades that applies STEM concepts to farming.
Awarded: $60,000.00

Students discovering how a kiln 
works at Metro East Montessori 
School—a 2016 innovator.  

Having fun at Art of the Possible 
2016.

Our Mission:  The Innovative Technology 
Education Fund strives to advance the 
innovative and creative uses of technology to 
promote excellence in education.  

Join our 218 followers on Twitter!  @ITEFSTL

Have you liked us 
on Facebook? 

Metro East Montessori students 
are designing a robotic arm to 
feed chickens automatically.  



In 2016, the Innovative Technology Education Fund (ITEF) granted $260,000.00 in Innovative grants, for a 
total of $384,411.11. Our grantmaking, brought digital music and music education to children, made weather 
come to life in an agricultural setting, helped children apply STEM principles to farming, and modernized a 
recording studio for high school students in the performing arts. Through Lean into Learning, ITEF helped 
over 400+ local educators pursue local, regional or national professional development. ITEF granted 
$124,411.00 in Lean into Learning grants.  
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Dear friends of ITEF: 

 2016 was an exciting year for the Innovative Technology Education Fund (ITEF).  We awarded $260,000.00 for five 
Innovative projects and we matched our 2016 innovators with professionals from Boeing. We launched two new 
granting initiatives:  Lean into Learning and SWiiFT. Through the Lean into Learning initiative, ITEF granted 
$124,411.00 so that local educators could attend or host professional development of their choosing.  At ITEF, one of 
our challenges is to continuously look beyond the horizon with a pioneer’s view of the future. Where will innovation 
take education in 2017? Virtual reality?  Augmented reality?  Reimagined learning spaces? How can our funding 
elevate and impact learning, teaching and provide relevant support to educators?    We are excited about the 
possibilities. 

In 2016, ITEF hosted Art of the Possible, its annual celebration of innovation in education and award ceremony.  In the 
fourth quarter, ITEF rolled out its new website: innovteched.com.  All in all, 2016 was an exciting year, for students 
and educators.  Please consider signing up for our newsletter, and follow us on Twitter or Facebook. 

to an innovative year, 

Charmaine Smith
Executive Director  

Carol Nelson

Sunrise R-IX Weather Station, 
Desoto, MO 

Students at the kiln. 


